wii 


and 


walking the Ironically, while fire can destroy 
tig h twire these areas, it can also renew them. 


The wildfire that kills thousands of 
old sagebrush plants stimulates 
other species, like bluebunch wheat 
grass, to sprout. 


In the old days, wildfires 
burned in sparsely populated 
areas and didn’t cause much 
harm to anybody or anything. 

It was usually rain or snow that 
put the fires out. 


have raged through our nation’s 
forests and rangelands. 


But as America’s population 
grew, so did the need to control 
wildfires. 


In 1936,the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) started to 
fight fires on the 270 million 
acres of public land under our 
jurisdiction. 

Over the last six decades, BLM 
has pioneered the development 
of techniques and technology 
that have reduced the devastat- 
ing impacts of fire and estab- 
lished the agency as a world 
leader in wildland firefighting. 


Yet we recognize that fire has 
always been a fundamental 
part of natural ecosystems and 
that without it, the health of 
our nation’s forests and range- 
lands would be jeopardized. 


Balancing the needs of the people we 
serve with the needs of the environ- 
ment is the goal of BLM's Fire 
Management Program. 


D epartment of the Interior 
eau of Land Management 
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